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Immediate Release 
 

 
ROCKWELL COLLINS SELECTS ZNYX NETWORKS’ SWITCHES 

FOR IN-FLIGHT ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEMS 
 

Design Win and Licensing of ZNYX Networks’ Technology Provides High 
Performance Data Switching for Commercial Avionics Market  

 
Pomona, Calif., and Fremont, Calif. – February 22, 2002 – Rockwell Collins, Inc. 

(NYSE:COL), a world leader in the design, production and support of communications and 

aviation electronics solutions and ZNYX Networks, a leading global provider of high-

availability embedded Ethernet solutions, today announced that ZNYX Networks’ embedded 

switch design and OpenArchitect™ software have been exclusively selected and approved by 

Rockwell Collins for integration with its new eTES™ commercial in-flight entertainment 

systems. 

 

“To stay competitive, airlines need more to differentiate themselves than offering extra leg 

room,” says Connie Austin, CEO of ZNYX Networks.  “Our high availability embedded 

Ethernet technology is adding value to Rockwell Collins’ avionics solutions by enabling 

sophisticated airborne services.”  Applications supported by the e-TES system include 

movies-on-demand and in-flight Internet services. 

 

ZNYX Networks’ embedded switch design and OpenArchitect software provide 

sophisticated data switching services for the new Rockwell Collins eTES in-flight 

entertainment systems, scheduled to ship in mid-2002.  These systems offer airlines and their 

passengers with unprecedented and robust communications and entertainment services, such 

as in-flight Internet connectivity, e-mail access, on-demand audio and video to every seat in a 

configured aircraft. 

 



“Providing passengers with more than 80 full-length, feature films or in-flight Web browsing 

requires a networking solution capable of unparalleled performance,” said Dan Bergen, 

director of product marketing for Rockwell Collins Passenger Systems.  “Given the 

demanding environment of aircraft avionics, Rockwell Collins is pleased to use the ZNYX 

switch design and OpenArchitect software in our eTES systems.” 

 

How Rockwell Collins is Using ZNYX Networks Design and Software 
Technology 
Rockwell Collins has licensed the hardware design to the ZNYX Networks ZX4500 

embedded switch. This design includes a silicon-based switching fabric, microprocessor 

chip, memory chips and network interface chips. The design provides 24 10/100 Mbit 

Ethernet ports and dual 1 gigabit Ethernet port. Rockwell Collins has configured the form 

factor of the design to fit its custom airborne hardware. 

 

Rockwell Collins has also licensed the Ethernet routing software platform, OpenArchitect for 

Managed Switches. OpenArchitect, running on the microprocessor, provides extensive 

routing protocols such as Spanning tree, VLAN, OSPF, VRRP and QoS. These protocols 

support the creation of policies for managing packet flow between components within the 

eTES system and to passengers over the airborne network. OpenArchitect interfaces with 

the silicon-based switching fabric to execute packet routing at full line speeds – up to 6.6 

million packets per second. 

 

Rockwell Collins is manufacturing the switch hardware for the eTES and installing 

OpenArchitect on each switch. ZNYX Networks provides a binary master of the 

OpenArchitect software platform and develops future releases. 

 

About Rockwell Collins 
Rockwell Collins, Inc. (NYSE: COL) is a world leader in the design, production and support 

of communications and aviation electronics solutions for commercial and government 

customers worldwide.  Additional information is available at www.rockwellcollins.com. 

 



About ZNYX Networks 
ZNYX Networks is the leading global provider of high availability CarrierClass™ networking 

solutions to equipment manufacturers that develop next-generation architectures and 

applications including: wireline/wireless, central office, terabit routers, airborne network 

services, Voice-over-IP gateways, video media gateways, and firewall VPN products.  

Following strict compliance to telecommunications standards, the ZNYX Networks family of 

products and services provide design engineers with pre-built and pre-tested embedded 

network and switch solutions that allow significant “time to market” advantages.  

 

Privately held, ZNYX Networks is headquartered in Fremont, Calif. and has advanced 

research centers in Santa Barbara, San Francisco and Ottawa, Canada. Sales and professional 

service offices are located throughout North America, Europe and Asia. For further 

information go to www.znyx.com or e-mail sales@znyx.com. 

 

# # # 

OpenArchitect™ and CarrierClass  are trademarks of ZNYX Networks, Inc.  Other company or product names 
may be trademarks of their respective holders. 


